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For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which 
is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the smrit of God. 
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are smritually 
dsscerned.”—Cor. 2: 11, 14. 
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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. . 


THe Latter-day Saints talk a great deal about the Spirit of God, the 
Holy Ghost, and the principle of revelation, and a great many wonder 
what it means, What is there about the “Mormon” people to convince 
others that they really are led by the Holy Ghost? 

There is a passage in one of the revelations which the Lord gave to the 
Prophet Joseph Smith before this Church was organized, that explains to 
some extent the nature of the Spirit by which this people have been and 
are led. It is in a revelation given through the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery 
in relation to the translation of old records. The Lord said: 


“Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in your heart, by the 
Holy Ghost, which shall come upon you and which s dwell in your 


“Now, behold, this is the Spirit of revelation ; behold, this is the Spirit 
by which Moses brought the children of Israel through the Red Sea on 
dry ground.” 

We have heard how the Spirit of God directs the Elders of this Church 
and prompts them what todo. In this manner the Church has been built 
up from the beginning. Every Elder that has gone forth has had a claim 
upon the Spirit of revelation. But a great many people have imagined 
that when the Holy Ghost descended upon men or women they were com- 
pletely transformed, and that it was a supernatural influence which could 
be witnessed and felt by those surrounding the person receiving it. On 
this account many misapprehensions have arisen in regard to the way 
this Church has been governed. Some members of the Church have 
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imagined that it has been necessary for angels to come and point out to 
the leaders of the people every step they should take, or that some other 
supernatural power had to be exhibited to enable the servants of God to 
do as they have done in leading the people. 

But there is a higher gift than the gift of the ministering of angels, and 
that is the gift of the Holy Ghost. This is the Spirit referred to and 
described in this revelation which I have quoted to you. It is with the 
Prophet, and becomes, so to speak, a part of him. God dwells with His 
servants through the Holy Spirit, which manifests unto them the very 
things they should do. As this revelation says: 

“This is the Spirit by which Moses brought the children of Israel 
through the Red on dry ground.” 

This people have been led to these valleys by the same Spirit. Every 
step that has been taken in building up the Church has been under the 
influence of that Spirit. It is this that has constituted the strength of 
the people of God, because when the servant of God gave forth the mind 
and will of God as revealed to him through the Holy Spirit, those who 
were with him, being possessed of the same Spirit, were led to understand 
that that was the very thing that should be done. 

The experience of the Latter-day Saints is replete with instances of the 
wonderful manner in which they have been led and delivered, and it has 
been because of this great gift which God has bestowed upon His servants 
and upon all who have bowed in submission to His will. 

When the people of God first came to this land, as soon as the Prophet 
Brigham -gazed upon this valley he said this was the place. How did he 
know that? By the influence of the Spirit of God, which rested upon 
him. Under that influence he was able to say to his companions with 
entire certainty and confidence that they should make this their stopping 
place; that this was the place designated by the Lord where His people 
should build a city. Did an angel manifest that to him? I will not say 
that an angel did not come to him, but I will say that it was the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost that rested upon him. His mind was light and 
clear, and he could see plainly that this was the right spot; whereas if 
this had not been the place designated by the Lord, his mind would have 
been dark and he would have had no assurance that this was the. place 
designed of the Lord as the place of settlement. 

This is not the experience of the leading men of the Church alone; it is 
the experience of all the Elders. It was the experience of the Elders 
referred to who traveled through a forest in the dark; they were led by 
this Spirit to take the right path. So in a thousand ways, the Spirit 
of God manifests unto the servants of the Lord the course that they should 
take. This is a very remarkable fact connected with the history of this 
people. 

Before our Elders are sent forth to preach the Gospel, they are set apart 
for their missions. Those who set them apart pray that God will give them 
the spirit of their mission, and that the Holy Ghost may rest upon them. 
When they go forth, if they are faithful, they are filled with that Spirit. 
In their various fields of labor, the power of the Holy Ghost is remarkably 
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manifested through them, and though they may be comparatively in- 
experienced and, perhaps, ignorant in some directions, they know exactly 
what they should do. Sometimes they are led to go in a certain direction, 
not knowing why; but they feel led to go in that way, and they are 
brought in contact with men and women who are prepared to receive the 
truths which they teach. Thus they see the wonder-working power of 
God and how providentially He prepares the way for them to fulfil their 
missions. 

Some brethren are appointed to preside over missions, and very likely 
they feel entirely inadequate to the labor; the duties seem far beyond 
their ability to perform; but they are set apart for that calling by the 
servants of God, and they go forth trusting in the Lord. Does any one 
in this congregation know of an instance where a faithful man thus 
appointed ever found himself lacking in the performance of his duties? 
No; I am sure the universal testimony would be, if called for, that every 
man thus appointed and set apart has been made capable of filling his 
office and calling to the acceptance of the Lord, to the satisfaction of his 
brethren, and to his own happiness. When presidents of conferences are 
appointed the same spirit and power follows them. 

We see the same effect at home. Leta man be ordained to the office of a 
Bishop, or a Bishop’s counselor, or a High Counselor, and in every instance, 
if he be a faithful man, the spirit, power, and gifts of his office will rest 
upon him. He will be filled with the same spirit which inspires the Prophet 
of God and those associated with him. So with an Apostle. Let the Lord 
select a man out of the body of the people and make him an Apostle, and 
what a change takes place! The spirit of the Apostleship reste upon him; 
the gifts of that Priesthood and calling descend upon him, and he be- 
comes a changed man in consequence of the bestowal of those powers upon 
him. He receives authority; he enjoys the spirit of revelation; he is up- 
held by the people as a Proph@t, Seer and Revelator. If he be a faithful 
man, he receives the gift and power of a Prophet and a Revelator, and 
perhaps of a Seer. These are his rights, because he has been ordained to 
that office; and God has promised that if men will serve and obey him in 
all things, He will give them the necessary power and gifts. 

While the Prophet Joseph Smith lived no one supposed that any other 
man could be found who would have power to lead the Church. The great 
bulk of the Church believed he would live till Jesus should come, and 
when he was martyred every heart was filled with sorrow. Who could 
take his place? Who could hold the keys? Who could lead the people? 
Confusion to a certain extent reigned in the midst of the people. But all 
the keys and authority which Joseph had received from various angels, he 
had conferred upon others before his death. These men held the same 
authority, therefore, that the Prophet did; but because it was not necessary 
for them to exerci#e it, they did not appear to possess it. After Joseph 
was killed, and the occasion arose, then the man who held the keys, he 
being the senior Apostle and the one who presided over the quorum of 
the Twelve, arose, filled with the same power, and with the same gifts— 


at least, with a great many of them. Men vary in their organizations. 
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Joseph possessed gifts that no man in this age possessed. Brigham Young, 
having a different organization, had gifts which the Prophet Joseph did 
not have, and he arose in the power of his Priesthood and calling, with 
the authority to stand, as the senior Apostle, at the head of the Church 
and to declare the word of God to the people. When he appeared before 
the people they could see that he possessed the authority and the power. 
And the Twelve were with him. The revelation says that the Twelve are 
“equal in authority and power to the three Presidents,” and the Seventy 
form a quorum equal in authority to that of the Twelve.” But the Twelve 
are equal to the First Presidency only when the First Presidency are ab- 
sent; and if the First Presidency and Twelve were absent, the Seventy 
would be equal. At the time I am speaking of, the First Presidency were 
absent. Joseph had been slain; one of his counselors had apostatized, 
and the other was not as he should be. Therefore, there was no First 
Presidency. It fell then to the quorum of the Twelve to preside; for they 
held the authority equal to the First Presidency, and the First Presidency 
were absent. The quorum of the Twelve has no right to preside when the 
First Presidency is there. Brigham Young stepped forward with the 
Twelve and took the Presidency of the Church. And through his unwill- 
ingness to push himself forward, the Twelve governed the Church for 
three years. But the Church is not perfectly organized unless there is a 
First Presidency, and a Twelve, and a Seventy. Now, every one of the 
Twelve held the same powers as the Prophet Joseph, but they had no right 
to exercise them only in their own place and station. No one of them 
could rise up and exercise the authority of leading the Church. As the 
Lord has plainly revealed, there is only one man on earth at a time who 
has the right to hold the keys and to preside, though others may have 
equal power, authority and ordination, and be equal in every other respect. 
Ouly one man is called to lead. There were twelve men with Brigham, 
but Brigham held the keys. He was the Senior Apostle and had the right 
to exercise that authority. When the First Presidency was organized he 
still, with his counselors bad the right to preside over the Church. 

I mention these things to show you that there is a power attending 
ordination and setting apart. We can see it from the head of the Church 
to the last man ordained to the Priesthood, every man in his calling, 
according to his faithfulness and the Priesthood that he holds, and all 
having a claim on the Spirit of God. 

[TO BE CONTINUED]. 


— — 


LOOKING BEYOND THE VEIL. 


THE question whether there is a life after this, and if so, whether the fact 
can be demonstrated, has lately occupied the minds of some scientists. 
Professor Flournoy, of the University of Geneva, is just out with a book 
dealing with this subject. The author has for heroine a young woman 
who on week-days earns a living as an employe of a dry goods shop, but 
on Sundays acts as the “medium” of a Spiritualist circle, which invited 
Professor Flournoy to examine her. In these trances this young woman 
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becomes the wife of a rajah of South Kanara, who lived in the fifteenth 
century, and while so “controlled” she converses fluently in a mysterious 
Oriental tongue. But she is not confined to this role by any means. She 
essays Others, and with as remarkable success. All the tests that scientific 
men could suggest to M. Flournoy to apply to this remarkable young 
woman when in a trance he has adopted, but by none of them has it been 
proved that the element of fraud is “Mlle. Smith’s” controlling force. 

On this side Professor Hyslop has lately conducted certain psychical 
researches in the same line. These have been made through the medium 
of Mrs. Piper, who, while in a state of “trance,” has recorded with pencil 
on paper, in reply to questions asked, certain communications or messages 
from deceased friends and relatives of Dr. Hyslop, the enquiries having 
been carried on under conditions intended to preclude the possibility of 
deception, and to be, at the same time, free from telepathic influences. 
The inference which Dr. Hyslop conveys in his discussion, as the result of 
these repeated inquiries and the verification of their details, is that it is 
easier to believe that the information received came from discarnate spirits 
than from any other source. 

The chief importance of these experiments and discussions,—if any 
importance is to be attached to them—is this, that they prove, by the 
general interest taken in them, that the world, notwithstanding its in- 
difference to revealed religion and inclination toward skepticism, is not 
satisfied with the principles of infidelity. It still asks for some light on 
the great beyond. It is anxiously waiting for somebody to lift the dark 
veil between time and eternity, that it may know something of the my- 
steries of a future existence. Infidelity fails to give satisfaction. 

It should be remembered, however, that true knowledge can be obtained 
in no other way than that appointed by God. “Trance mediums” are not 
so appointed. In the vast book of nature, much is revealed about the 
Infinite, His works and designs. The heavens declare His glory, and “the 
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power 
and Godhead.” 

But in the imperfect state of the human understanding, nature would 
convey but little knowledge of things eternal. Revelation supplies what 
is needed, showing men not only that life and immortality are eternal 
facts, but also how to obtain them. And on this solid rock, faith builds 
securely. And this is most important. That there isa life beyond this 
has been established by the testimony of a host of witnesses; by numerous 
psychical phenomena which can be explained on no other ground, and by 
the universal consciousness of immortality, without which human existence 
would be a tragic farce, if the expression be permitted. But the real 
question is, what are the conditions of that life, and what are the duties 
at present, in view of a future existence? That question only revelation 
can answer. 

Trance mediums are silent on this point. They may speak of little 
incidents of the past earthly life of alleged persons, now departed; but 
of what real concern is that to the living? What is wanted is information 
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of the conditions under which existence is maintained separate from the 
earthly tabernacles, and on this no information has as yet been received 
except through the inspired servants of the Lord. And for a sufficient 
reason. For those who will not hear Moses and the Prophets, will not 
believe the alleged testimony of the dead. 

Those who will seek information concerning things eternal through the 
contemplation of God’s works in nature and history, through the study of 
His word, through prayer and meditation, will obtain that which they are 
seeking. In any other way, they are as much liable to become the victims 
of deceiving spirits, as to attain true knowledge.— Deseret News. 


INDIAN WRONGS. 


THE Red Man, or Indian of the American Continent, particularly in the 
United States, has often endeavored to awaken the interest of the better 
class of white men, but as often to very little purpose. We remember the 
plaint of the great chief “Logan” in our early school books, and we have 
seen enough during many trips across the great plains to show that Indians 
have but “few rights which a white man was bound to respect.” 

Not satisfied with taking forcible possession of their hunting grounds, 
and forcing the vast tribes to retire before aggressive pioneering civiliza- 
tion, we have seen them “shot down as dogs,” indeed, with as little com- 
punction as the average emigrant shoots a rabbit or a deer. | 

Later, under a better and more humane sentiment, the Indian depart- 
ment has essayed to purchase their lands and confine them in limited 
reservation, under official supervision, expecting to reclaim to arts of peace 
and industry, in a few brief years, the traditions and habits of generations 
of the past. 

The sentiment of the age is against further aggression, and experience 
has proved that with time and patience it will be quite a work to remove 
the habits of ages, and bring into the lines of civilization the wards (so- 
called) of an impatient rule. A little better acquaintance with Indian 
human nature, and adaptation thereto, mingled with honor and truth in 
dealing with a conquered, fading race, would be more in harmony with 
thoughtful justice and positive right than the indiscriminate and often 
fanatical discipline of religious zealots and dishonest officials and traders. 

These remnants of the ancient races are the subjects of prophecy, for 
they are of Israel, and their eventual redemption is certain, though in 
that case their numbers may have dwindled far below their present ag- 
gregate, and our sympathies are with them in their humiliation and 
affliotion. It is because of this that we chronicle here their latest protest 
against oppression that we have seen. We do this the more readily, also, 
because of the signatures attached, that later readers may mark their 
peculiarities of nomenclature, and remember their origin and destiny as 
given in the revelation of this “the dispensation of the fulness of time.” 

We may premise that these protesting Yuma Indians “live along the 
Colorada river in California, they are known to be self-supporting, law- 
abiding, good hearted and hard working,” but they have suffered from the 
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tyranny of a superintendent who insisted upon imposing a chief on them, 
contrary to their wish. The protest and signatures are as follows, from 
the Deseret News :— 


Our troubles are not of our seeking. We simply wish to be let alone so 
that we may have as that is the only thing we are striving for. 
We simply stand where our forefathers stood centuries ago. We stand 
upon the great fundamental principle announced by our old chief, Pasqual, 
who died thirteen years ago. 

We have but a few acres of dry land, of which one-fourth is already 
taken from us by some rich white men, and the remainder we cannot 
afford to give or sell. 

It Pancho, the chief, wants to sell any land, he can sell what belongs to 
him, and can sell no more. He is known to be a Co-co-pah Indian, and 
has no land in the reservation. He belongs to Mexico, where all the 
Indians of his tribe are. He is recognized as chief by a few of his followers, 
but we do not — — him for he is a very unpopular man. 

We have selected a chief of our own, named Jose Frank ual, a man 
of good character. He is a grandson of old Chief Pasqual. We think a 
great deal of our new chief, and will try to help him all we can. 

The following are the chief men of the reservation who are in favor of 
the ~ te chief, and who are in favor of having peace on the reservation, 
signed: 


A-Pok-co-Ma-han, Hat-pah-Mich, So-Mi-Me-thic, 
A-Pok-ka-thaw, Hay-Col-to-Nak, So-pore, 
A-Shock-ara-cum, Hel-lay-ton, So-hum-co-raw, 
A-ha-a-pil, Hot-So-Car So-pie-co-raw, — 
Ab-nal-Quar-eK v, Ha-Cha-to-Uare, Shock-har-Um, 
A-ha-qua-a-Mut, Ha-Soom-qua-om, Silier-Nor-thav-co-raw, 
A-quak-a-Vare, Ham-ka-Soom-May, Ta-thes-aves-Shoo, 
A-rine-a-Yuish, Ham-a-say-yuav-kew, Tane-am-no-cum, 
A-ves-pun, How-a-do 
A-Coy-Ya-ar, He-Shal-a-Whet, Ma-high-yual-a-Say, 
Ac-ool-be-ya, Mep-a-high-as-pine, Whee-i-Mey-a-hon, 
Ac-Ma-a-Vohe Mep-a-high-yuar-kew, Pab-ua-key 
As-Coy-to- Wack, Mo-han-a-Vare, N a-Vay-ca-Vare, 
Cha-Ma-thol, Mo-han-yua-ta-Vare, Mon- 

Ca-hus, O-raw-um, Mel-la-kel-la-Mity, 
Comino-Sweet- road, Oyer-Cham, Hom-a-Say-yuav-kew, 
Domingo-Ets-ou co, A-ac-yuav-kew, 

Vam, Spunta-thol, O-Cue-go-raw, 
Ets-a-yer-a-noke, So- ober- a- Nee, Ma-Shook. 


Surely this protest will not pass unheeded, that liberty sacred to the 
white man will not be denied to thé red? The honest pathos of such an 
appeal ought to touch the patriotic heart. The squandering of life and 
treasure for Cubans, Porto Ricans and Phillipino’s wil] surely never be 
discounted by denying to the native product of American soil, when in it 
are the elements of right, justice, liberty, patriotism and independence, 
and the re-rendering, by undisputed sons of the soil, of those principles 
which are claimed to be the bulwarks and glory of the proudest nation 
beneath the sun. 1 


THE voice of conscience is so delicate that it is easy to stifle it, but it is 
also so clear that it is impossible to mistake it,—FELTHAM. 


* 
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THE DREAD OF WATER! 


_Amone the most advanced nations there appears to be a sort of lingering 
memory of barbaric origin and times. Men have not yet fully outgrown 
the habits and customs of primitive life, when paint and feathers were 
the principal adornments, and pigments of varied color were used to 
enhance the beauty, or make more horrid the warrior seeking for his 
opponent; and these colors ran from the black to coppery, and from the 
quiet tints to that of a “good red and yellow,” colors not rich but gaudy, 
and generally either glossy with perspiration or shining with bear’s grease 
or other oleaginous compound, bronzed and in the nude. The more pro- 
fuse and abundant this application of cosmetics, the more cleanly and 
attractive the wearer was supposed to be, his or her charms were enhanced 
by oungents, and varied from an ordinary daub to something like artistic 
excellence in its figuring and stripings, reaching from the crown of the 
head to the soles of the feet almost. Of course, under these conditions 
removal was uncommon, and water held in detestation. The warrior or 
maiden simply refurbished their decoration of “the human form divine” 
according to fashion, which was as despotic then and there as in our more 
advanced civilization and custom. 

The belle of to-day has among her toilet appliances all the accessories 
that the savage had, “powder and paint,” if more delicately applied are 
still indispensable, and modern perfumery is but an advance, through 
chemistry, of the crude and more loud requisites of the dusky maiden of 
the wider earth, or the narrow one, as change determines for one reason or 
another. 

The luxury of the bath among modern sybarites, hardly rivals yet the 
excesses of cultivated antiquity, and probably the masses of to-day are far 
behind the multitude of some defunct nationalities. It is only within 
modern times, and as the result of persistent teaching, that later genera- 
tions have begun to appreciate the blessing of cleanliness by water, and 
some racy stories are told of the objections and surprises of fifty years ago, 
when these public institutions (baths) were first opened to the people. 
These may be mythical, or they may be fact, we only know these institu- 
tions are far less numerous and far Jess used than science, sanitary theories 
and modern commonsense should suggest, and we can only attribute this 
to the power of tradition, the influence of heredity, and the consequent 
inbred aversion to the element and use of water by so many of the present 
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generation, even where the virtues of this God-given fluid are admitted, 
where its properties as a cleansing medium are fairly well understood, 
there is somehow a latent fear, a certain dislike, a lingering opposition to 
its application to the human body, beyond the narrow limits of observation 
and use. Not a few are like the man who declared that it was only 
meant for washing barrels, and that to take it into the human system was 
foreign to its purpose and detrimental to health and life. Such are first 
cousin to the man who declared on wager that he could tell blindfolded 
any liquor that might be placed to his lips, and he was a success with all 
the ordinary and extraordinary manufactured varieties of liquid aliment, 
but when simple water was supplied him, after much cogitation he had to 
give it up, he had never before—in memory anyway—tasted this beauti- 
ful, abundant gift of God. Our space will not allow this subject to be 
continued further at this time, only to point out an apparently unexplain- 
able fact of ordinary human nature, unless we find it, where few in our 
day care to trace ancestry and habit, or hardly realize how much heredit- 
ary influence still lingers among our accepted dreams and realities of a 
better day; but we shall recur toit again. For the present our readers 
may speculate as to the hidden reason for this modern aversion to water, 
outside of its cleansing qualities, or its use as the beverage of man, and the 
special liquid supply of animal life! 1 


Owmd to circumstances we were unable to utilize the report of the 
District Meeting at Middleton. The Star had already gone to press with 
our mention, but we were obliged nevertheless. 


PREsipeNt James L. McMurRin is now in Paris, and before this issue 
reaches the Saints we expect to give him a hearty welcome at 42.“ 


TransFers.—Elder Joseph H. Haslam is hereby transferred from the 
Newcastle to the Manchester Conference. Elder Wm. A. Gray is hereby 
transferred from the Irish to the Scottish Conference. 


District Meetines.—The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
will hold District Meetings in the “Temperance Hall,” Middlesbrough, 
(front entrance), Baxter Street, Sunday, 19th August, 1900. Lovers of 
truth are cordially invited to attend. Seats free. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Exper WX. H. Beazer writes from Stroud, Bristol Conference, as follows: 

“We are meeting with a little success here, and usually have some 
strangers and investigators to our hall, after doing considerable tracting 
and holding open-air meetings. We had the pleasure of baptizing lately a 
gentleman 58 years old. 

“We had an interesting experience on Sunday, 22nd ult. Brother Dahle 
and I went to a village called Shipcomb, 5 miles from Stroud, for an open- 
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air meeting, but when we walked through it we felt somewhat discouraged, 
it seemed almost as quiet as a graveyard, and so we went up into the 
woods and knelt down and prayed, and then came back and began to tract, 
telling what few people we could see that we were going to hold a meet- 
ing by the brook. When the time arrived we sang a hymn, offered a 
prayer, sang again, and by this time there had gathered several little girls 
near us. I looked around and saw besides these one woman’s head pro- 
truding from an upstairs window. I con:menced talking, and soon saw a 
few others come in sight. We had selected a spot which the people would 
have to pass in coming from church, and soon they began to come down 
the hill; a few stopped, the rest going slowly on. Presently the vicar and 
his wife came along, and after passing by a few rods he stopped and sat 
down upon the grass. After we had closed our meeting he came to us, and 
we expected at least that he was going to ask us some questions regarding 
what we had been talking about, but he shook hands with us, at the same 
time saying, “How far have you good men to go to-night? On informing 
him that we were going to Stroud, he then said, Won't you come over 
and have some supper first?” We thanked him kindly and went. He 
took us to the vicarage, gave us a good supper and an invitation to be sure 
and call again when we came that way, and further said, that if we would 
send him word when, he would give it out in his meeting. So you see the 
Lord raises up friends unto his servants some times when they least 
expect it.” 


Exper T. G. WEBBER, Superintendent of Z. C. M. L, Salt Lake City, 
writes us from London saying: 


“We—Mrs. Webber and self landed at Genoa, and since then have traveled 
through Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium and France, and have put 
in a week in London. The intense heat and “muggy” atmosphere have 
run me down so that I am compelled to go to the sea-side for rest and 
quiet before sailing for home. Myself, wife and sisters think of going 
to Llandudno, or some other suitable place to get toned upa bit. The air 
of London never did agree with me, and after a somewhat exhaustive trip 
on the continent, the great heat of Paris and “doing” the Exposition, I 
don’t feel that I am as young and rugged as I was thirty years ag6, and be- 
sides our steamer, the St. Louis, sails from Southhampton on September 
lst, and by the last of August I must be there, ready to embark. 

„At Rome, near che Capitol Museum, I and my wife unexpectedly ran 
across Brothers Ezra Steverfson, L. H. Holbrook and F. E. Barker. It 
was a joyous surprise to us all I assure you, and in Paris, in the Avenue 
de l’Opera, we just as unexpectedly met Brothers J. Fred. Daynes and Luke 
Crawshaw, the former had just completed his mission, and the latter was 
a student at Beaux-Arts. Both were joyous meetings, and the bright half- 
hour we spent together I shall not soon forget.” 


PRESIDENT WX. HorsLey, July 30th, writes us an encouraging letter 
from Bristol. Among other good things he says: 


“Our brethren in the Channel Islands write us that they had just bap- 
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tized four new converts. Our prospects in Bristol are very much brighter. 
Our little room last evening was full, every seat taken, with several 
strangers present, not anti’s, but fervent interrogators, or seemingly so, 
they are some we have been working with and visiting. The Lord has 
also opened our way so that we can now visit the parents of some of the 
young members of our Church, who have hitherto been very much opposed. 
We called and bad a rather cool reception at first, but before I left I hada 
very hearty invitation to call again. One of our strangers last evening 
said, “I am fully convinced, and will be ready for baptism.” So we feel 
much eneouraged.” 


Presipent H. B. THompson of the Scottish Conference sends us a few 
lines. We extract the following: 


“T have visited the various sections of the Conference where we have 
Elders, and a few branches where we have none. I find the Elders and 
Saints feeling well. The former, without exception, are working earnestly 
for the spread of truth and the advancement of righteousness in their 
respective fields. There are a few being added to the Church now and 
then. We have some earnest investigators also, who, in the near future as 
we hope, want to be of those bearing the name of Latter-day Saints.” 


A BURNING CLIFF. 


THE most extraordinary feature of the Arctic regions has now been 
discovered. Itis a burning cliff 2,000 feet in height and twenty miles long, 
the whole of which is a mass of flames and smoke. This amazing discovery 
has been made by Professor A. J. Stone, of the American Museum of 
Natural History, who recently visited points of the Arctic never before 
explored. When seen from afar, Professor Stone at first supposed that 
the great cloud of smoke issuing from the burning cliff was a coming 
storm. He ordered his party into a storm camp, where all went to sleep. 
The following morning the cloud was still there. Professor Stone then 
resolved to investigate, and with much labor crossed an ice field, approach- 
ing the land as night fell. Then in the darkness it was seen that the 
party were in the immediate neighborhood of a gigantic conflagration, 
whose reflection could be seen from afar. Thousands of glowing apertures 
extended for miles along the coast. They were at varying levels, from 
the top of the high cliff to almost the bottom. From them the smoke 
exuded in puffs and in steady streams. The ice fields around reflected the 
fire from these blazing furnaces of coal, and the hummocks of the ice field 
glinted with red and orange fires. Overhead was a great pall of dense, 
black smoke. The smell of burning lignite and sulphur became almost 
unbearable. At intervals huge chunks of burning coal rolled down the 
side of the cliff, and far out on totheice. These glowing masses blackened 
as they fell and broke into thousands of pieces, scattering their remnants 
over the ice and marring its purity with a smudge that had attracted 
Professor Stone’s attention when approaching the cliff. When the wind 
shifted from the land the smoke was dense and breathing became difficult. 
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As dawn came on the party was able to observe the burning cliff more 
distinctly. To its great height, almost 2,000 feet, it was afire. From 
crevices, from the bottom almost to the top, the smoke poured as if from 
a volcano. 

One of the most remarkable and beautiful features of these miles of 
burning coast line is the variety of color that they present. Overhead is 
the pall of dense, black smoke; below the blue gleam of the eternal Arctic 
ice. On the wall of this burning cliff is a variety of rich, warm tones from 
cream to a deep, rich red, all the shades of terra cotta. Between the strata 
of burning coal are layers of clay. The constant burning of the many 
seams of lignite in the face of the cliff has created sufficient heat to turn 
the clay into terra cotta. As this has burned it has tumbled down the 
face of the cliff in vari-colored streams until it assumes the appearance of 
a wall down which ribbons of very warm and rich color have fallen. 
During the thousands of years this wall has probably been burning it has 
been seriously undermined, and this has produced the great chimneys or 
towers of rock which stand isolated from the mass, but streaked and 
stained by the fires that have surrounded it. On the top of this burning 
cliff the country extends far inland in a level plain devoid of snow and ice. 
This would indicate that the burning coal strata extended for a great 
distance horizontally below the surface. In places the surface is so hot 
that a man cannot walk upon it. 

For several days Professor Stone’s party followed the walls 4 burning 
lignite along the coast of Franklin Bay, and only left them at the Con- 
stable River, also discovered by this expedition. From where the burning 
wall was first discovered until its end, at Constable River, is exactly twenty 
miles. In this length millions of tons of coul are being consumed every 
few days, and the heat and energy generated in them is incalculable, but 
in the frozen North, surrounded by perpetual snow and ice, these fires are 
useless and lost. Where did this coal which perpetually burns in the 
Arctics come from? The seams are very narrow and imperfect. Professor 
Stone has an idea that they were formed by great beds of seaweed or 
kelp.—New York Herald. 


— — 


THE SHAKERS. 


Evrerysopy has heard of the Shakers, but not one in a thousand other- 
wise well-informed Christians could tell off-hand what is their origin, 
belief, or aim. They are the oldest of our communistic societies, and were 
founded by “Mother Ann,” who was born in Manchester, England, in 1736, 
and died in this country in 1784. She was one of the most erratic of the 
Quakers in their most erratic days. Her followers learned to regard her 
as a second incarnation of Christ. The particular tenet which came to be 
considered their distinctive characteristic was the belief that only by 
living the life of a celibate could one be restored to the proper relation 
Godward. Those who joined “Mother Ann” in her belief and joined in 
her peculiar modes of worship were noted for “unusual and violent mani- 
festations of religious fervor.” As her converts were at first wholly from 
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the ranks of the Friends, or Quakers, they came to be called “the Shaking 
Quakers.” This was popularly abbreviated to simply tbe Shakers.” 
They call themselves “The Millennial Church, or United Society of Be- 
lievers.” Besides accepting the strictest celibacy, they practise the com- 
munity of goods, holding all their possessions in common. Their first 
family home was built in 1785, and four or five years later they had eleven 
communities in operation. New Lebanon, N. V., has been their best known 
establishment, and from it have gone forth their chief articles of trade, 
garden seeds, and family remedies. The world has taken little interest in 
the strange medley of mysticism they have taught, but bas been curiously 
attracted by their peculiar method of worship, which reminds one of the 
Pyrrhic dance of the Greeks, or the more modern rhythmical movements 
of an Indian corn festival. They practise neither Baptism nor the Lord’s 
Supper, following in this the customs and convictions of the Friends, from 
whom they constitute an off-shoot. They hold certain views as to the 
intercourse of the living with the dead, which reminds one of the teachings 
common among the Spiritualists of the fifties. Interior (U.S. ) 


RUINED BIBLICAL CITIES. 


Ir was known for a long time that the ruins of Biblical cities lay under 
the sands of Mesopotamia. The name of Nippur itself was familiar to a 
few scholars, and earlier explorations had revealed such wonders of ancient 
history that it was finally decided by the University of Pennsylvania to 
organize an expedition to explore the ruins of that ancient city. There 
were great expectations, of course, but they were not at all in proportion 
‘to the results. For ten years the excavations have been going on, under 
the leadership for two years of the Rev. John P. Peters, and Professor H. 
V. Hilprecht and J. H. Haynes, the work of uncovering the ancient town 
has advanced steadily. yr. 

Professor Hilprecht says:—“While exploring the central part of the 
north-western ridge of the ruins of Nippur we discovered a room (5˙5 by 
2°75 metres wide) about six metres below the surface. Its ceiling had 
collapsed long ago; its side walls, for the greater part, were in ruins, and 
the clay floor was covered with earth and rubbish from above. A gang of 
trained Affe] workmen was ordered to remove the débris that filled the 
room, when suddenly they noticed numerous clay tablets lying upon the 
floor. A few hours later, the whole room had been carefully searched and 
cleaned. Seven hundred and thirty tablets were gathered and safely 
stored in the “castle” of our fortified camp. After a critical examination 
of the building itself, and of the condition, position, and contents found 
therein, it became evident that the excavated room had been once used as 
a business archive of the apparently wealthy and influential firm of 
Murashü Sons of Nippur, who lived in the time of Artaxerxes I. and 
Darius II., in whose reigns the documents are dated.” 

These tablets are mortgages, notes, legal contracts and agreements of all 
kinds, and to read them as they have been translated by Professor Hil- 
precht one would almost believe them to be the work of a modern notary. 


— 
— 
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Perhaps the most remarkable record is the first one translated. Itis a 
guarantee that an emerald set in a gold ring will not fall out for twenty 
years. It reads as follows: Bél-ad-iddina and Bélshunu, sons of Bel and 
Hätin of Bazüzu, spoke unto Bel-nädinshumu, son of Murashfi, thus: As 
concerns the gold ring set with an emerald, we guarantee that for twenty 
years the emerald will not fall out of the gold ring. If the emerald should 
fall out of the gold ring before the end of twenty years, Bél-ad-iddina, 
Bélshunu, aod H&tin shall pay unto Bél-nadinshumu an indemnity of ten 
mana of silver.” 

This is a sample of the remarkable documents found in the archive 
rue om, which in our day would have been a vault or an iron safe. Murashü 
Sons must have carried on an extensive: business which lasted over fifty 
years, during which time they acted as agents for the wealthy Persians 
“who did not care to attend in person to their large estates in the hot and 
malarious Babylonian country, but leased their fields and other property 
to the firm, and lived from their revenues in the cities with their mani- 
fold luxuries and attractions.” All this is quite evident from the many 
contracts, leases, bills of sale of land, orchards, slaves, oxen, d&c., taken 
from the débris of that ancient room. . 

Professor Hilprecht was constantly finding fragments of tablete, of 
vases, of urns, of sarcopaghi, &c., each fragment inscribed with some en- 
lightening fact, or perhaps with some puzzling statement, the meaning of 
which was not ascertained until later. He was able, at times, to corro- 
borate many historical statements concerning kings before Christ, and at 
others to fill completely many gaps in the long line of succession until 
they traced back to the days of Ur Gur, 2800 B.c., Narim Sin and his 
father, Sargon I., 3800 B.c., and to fifteen kings who lived previous to 
Sargon. It was in the temple area that the fragmentary evidence of 
these rulers was found. The temple was the Temple of Bel or Inlil, 
around which the religion of Nippur had centred. It is curious, however, 
that in the three or four strata marked by the successive platforms of the 
temple everything was in such a fragmentary condition. It was some 
time before the investigators succeeded in learning that this damage was 
the result of a raid by the Elimites, who came down from the north about 
2200 B. C., and sacked Nippur. They carried away to Elim every article 
of value which they could take. What they could not take they broke into 
pieces and scattered. The proof of this is that the spoil of this ancient 
raid is to-day being dug up on the site of old Susa.—_THEODORE WarTERs, 
Ainslee’s Magazine, (U.S.) 


— 
— — — 


ILLITERACY AND THE GOSPEL. 


— — - ä ͤ ¹— — - — 


Russi is said to have the distinction of being the most illiterate coun- 
try in the great family of civilized nations. It is stated that in 10,000 
villages of that empire there is not a school, and it is estimated that not 
20 per cent. of the population of the country has acquired even the rudi- 
ments of a common school education. It has been figured out that if the 
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Czar would disband 100,000 men of the vast army he would thereby save 
money enough to provide a school for each of these villages. 

Russia, on this showing, would hardly seem to be the power to take the 
lead in the mission of civilizing the vast multitudes in Asia. She has a 
work to do at home, which would seem to far exceed the powers of the 
government, even supposing the existence of a disposition to let the light 
of knowledge illuminate the homes of the people. | 

It has sometimes been claimed that the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints obtains a following chiefly from the ignorant ranks of 
the nations. But the falsity of this statement is apparent from the fact 
that “Mormonism” has as yet failed to obtain a general hearing in the 
countries noted for the illiteracy of the people. The Gospel bas been 
preached and accepted in the countries where education is most general, 
where the people have had the advantages of instruction in the various 
branches of science. In the United States, Great Britain, Switzerland, 
Germany and the Scandinavian countries, “Mormonism” has been ac- 
cepted by thousands, while it has hardly been accorded a hearing in 
Spain, Italy, France, Turkey, Russia and Austria. The facts speak for 
themselves. 

The reason is obvious. “Mormonism” appeals to the intelligence, as well 
aus to the hearts of the people. It is the form of worship for those who 
are free to act and free to think, and who on the strength of this freedom, 
choose to follow God’s law, in preference to the ordinances of men. 
Where ignorance is dense, man-worship is likely to prevail, but with 
knowledge and light comes a more perfect understanding of things divine. 
Hence the Gospel is accepted by some of the most advanced, while it is 
rejected by those who, on account of dim sight, or blindness, fail to per- 
ceive its beauties.— Deseret News. 


THe Discovery or A “Gospzt or St. Perer.”—It was just a year ago 
that a number of mouldy papyrus manuscripts were purchased in Cairo, 
Egypt, for the great library of the University of Strassburg, in Germany. 
When these papyri were examined it was found that among them were 
two leaves written in Coptic, the later form of the ancient Egyptian 
language, and that which was spoken during the early centuries of the 
Christian era. Professor W. Spiegelberg, of the Strassburg University, 
one of the best known Egyptologists in Germany, put the fragments to- 
gether and deciphered their meaning after an immense amount of labor. 
Dr. K. Schmidt, an expert in gospel manuscripts and early Christian 
literature, then studied them and recognized these leaves as fragments of a 
new and hitherto unknown gospel. Originally the pages were eight inches 
tall and six inches broad, but none of these were complete. Upon further 
examination it was decided from the form of the writing and some of the 
words used that these pages were written in the fifth century, or some- 
where between the years 400 and 500 A. D.; but it was also apparent that 
they were translations of a Greek original, for many of the words bad been 
borrowed from the Greek. These two facts proved the extremely ancient 
origin of the manuscript. The scholars agreed that the date of the Greek 
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